Manual Installation for WIN98 Ser850.vxd and serui850.dll

Copy Serui850.dll to the windows\system directory

Copy Ser850.vxd to the windows\system directory

Make sure that the port is installed and working using the windows default drivers.

Using the registry editor:

1.  To determine which port to change look in:

HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\\Enum\\Root\\Ports\\yyyy

where yyyy is the number, created by Windows98, of a enumerated port.

This is created when a new Legacy serial port is installed.  This key contains, among other things, the description of the driver for the port in the ‘driver’ subkey.  The ‘driver’ subkey will be appended to the

HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\\SYSTEM\\CurrentControlSet\\Services\\Class\\   registry path in order to get the configuration subkeys.  The COM# is stored in this subkey.

The “Driver” entry shows the path to the correct port ie “Ports/0010”

If a PNP port is installed look in:

HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\\Enum\\BIOS\\*PNP0501\\yy

where yy is the number, created by Windows98, of the enumerated port.

This is created when a new PNP serial port is installed.  

2.  To change the registry entries for the port from part 1, look in:

HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\\SYSTEM\\CurrentControlSet\\Services\\Class\\Ports\\xxxx (& subkeys)

where xxxx is the number of the port created by Windows98.  xxxx is determined from part 1.

The keys in the Ports section correspond to separate ports.  The serial.vxd driver is the standard COM port driver that is installed with Windows 98.  It stores information in the Services\\Class\\Ports\\xxxx key.  The serialxr.vxd driver is the new driver that handles the 16650 and 16850 COM ports.  It stores information in the Services\\Class\\Ports\\xxxx key as well, but the information in the subkeys clearly defines which driver is used for the port.  

To install the driver manually, you must, at a minimum, do the following:

Change “PortDriver”  to “ser850.vxd”

Change “ConfigDialog” to “serui850.dll”

Change “EnumPropPages” to “serui850.dll,EnumPropPages”

Add “UartSettings” binary value to registry in the ports\xxxx key.

Set “UartSettings” to 01 00 00 for 16C850.

Set “UartSettings” to 00 00 00 for 16C650.

Since this is a manual install, you should probably open the properties for the port and change the advanced settings in order to setup the defaults, since the windows defaults are not completely compatible with the ser850.vxd defaults.

Note: some of the other entries in the registry can also be changed, such as “DriverDesc” to reflect the different driver, etc. However, this is not necessary for the operation of the driver.  The install program

would change all the necessary registry settings.

